AFTER THE TREATY

neither help herself nor permit any other Power to do so,
Bismarck was in favour of "letting the Albanian movement
take its course unmolested by foreign intervention, but if
Austria changed her policy he would raise no objection to
intervention even if the proposed assistance were under-
taken by Italy."1 Britain and Russia favoured an identic
note, but relinquished the idea in deference to the French
proposal of a conference of ambassadors to take place at Berlin
instead.2

This was the situation. The new British Government wanted
to see the questions settled. Bismarck, allied to Austria, was
prepared to support her interests, and was apprehensive of
any settlement enhancing the power of Russia. France was
anxious to consult Germany in everything, and Turkey was
clever enough to play off all these interests against one another.
So the beginning of June passed in preparations for the con-
ference, while Bismarck, wanting France to enjoy all the national
satisfaction possible out of her Greek policy, was gratified by
Lord Granville's assent to his request that she might take the
initiative in proposing the new Greek frontier.3

Bismarck was not the president, his health not being good
enough at this time for the additional fatigue, and he was
represented by Prince Hohenlohe. The sittings, held in the
Foreign Office, were governed by the same procedure as in
1878. Bismarck's views on the question were bluntly expressed
to the French Ambassador: "M. de St. Vallier knows my
opinions of the East and Orientals too well to believe that I
have the least Phil-Hellene enthusiasm; on the contrary, the
Greeks are quite as indifferent to me as the Turks or the Bulgar-
ians, and I profess the same contempt for all the races of the
Levant, Moslims or Christians. My sole motive is, as I have
already said to him and I beg of you to repeat it to him, to be
faithful to the promises I have made to France, to prove to him
my goodwill, to support his views: in this matter, then, it is
French policy which determines mine. . . ."* Lord Odo
Russell, on the other hand, favoured Greece, and hoped his
instructions would permit him to act with France on that
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